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Some recent work by Z.7ermi and L. Szilard, which has been com-
municated to me in msnuscript, leads me to expect that tme clement uran-
fum may be turned into a new and important source of energy in the im-

| mcdfate future. Certain aspects of tae situstion which has arisen seem

‘to call for watchfulness and, if necessary, quick action on the part

of the Administration. I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring

%o your attention the following facts and recomuendations:
i _ In the course of the last four months it mnu-npmu~
the work of Jolfot in France as well as Fermi and Szilard in
rica - that it -y.bcam possible to set up a nuclear mmﬁd-




g

The United States has only very poor ores of urenium in moderate . ..

quantities. There is some good ore in Canada and the former Czechoslovakia,
while the most important source of uraniun is Belgian Congo.

In view of this situation you may think it desirable to have some
permanent contact ‘between the

and the group
of physicists working on chain reactions in America. One possible way
of achieving this might be for you to entrust with this task a person
o has your confidence sud who could perhaps serve in an imofficial
capacity. His task might comprise the following:

2) to approach Government Departments, keep them informed of the
further development, snd put forward recommendations for Government action,
giving particular attention to the problem of securing a supply of uran-
ium ore for the United States;

) to spest up the sxperimental vork,which is at present being car-
ried on within the limits of the budgets of University mo“'ﬂ!“rw‘ »

providing funds, if such funds be required, through his contacts with
> psln\i persons wno are willing to make contributions for this cause,
~ and perhaps also by obtaining the co-operation of industrial laborat
 have the necessary equipment. 5

1 understand that Gernany has sctuslly stopped the mx
o
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